
University of California, Santa Cruz Spring 2010

Syllabus for PSYC 118A: Children and War 

“All wars, disastrous or victorious, are waged against children.”

— Eglantyne Jebb, Founder, Save the Children

This course reviews child development in the midst of large-scale human conflict. The world has experienced a dramatic rise in ethnic and civil conflicts since the end of the Cold War in which: 

- 
more than half of the casualties have been children;

- 
an estimated 20 million children have fled their homes due to conflict and human rights violations (more than half the world's refugees are children);

- 
more than 2 million children have died as a direct result of armed conflict; 

-
at least 6 million children have been permanently disabled or seriously injured;

-
more than 1 million children have been orphaned or separated from their families; 

-
between 8,000 and 10,000 children have been killed or maimed by landmines each year; and    

- 
child soldiers have been recruited in increasing numbers (an estimated 300,000 child soldiers are currently involved in more than 30 conflicts worldwide - three quarters of the world's armed conflicts) (another half million are in standing armies).

This course examines children's lives and social ecology during the pre-conflict, conflict, and post-conflict phases of war. Students are introduced to medical, military, humanitarian, psychosocial, peace education, child protection, and human rights perspectives on war-affected children. Psychosocial contexts of child survival are examined. The course also examines how children die, i.e., the behavioral and social ecology of child mortality during war. A conceptual basis is provided to better understand vulnerability, resilience, rights, protection, and intervention strategies. 
War affects all aspects of children's lives, and many social sciences contribute to the study of war-affected children. This course, while focusing on psychosocial aspects of war-affected children, necessarily involves interdisciplinary studies in child development, child health, human rights, social psychology, peace psychology, cultural anthropology, conflict studies, social welfare, and humanitarian assistance.

Students are advised that this course has content that is generally considered uncomfortable, grisly, shocking, and horrific. In addition to the course readings, students view images and films of children in situations related to conflict. They portray injury, illness, death, abject poverty, and famine. Students are forewarned that such content will be covered. Students who are unwilling or unable to study this type of material should not enroll in the course. 

Instructor: 
Teaching assistant:

David A. "Tony" Hoffman, Ph.D.
Karina Cervantes



phone: (831) 459 4095 
phone:  n/a
email: tonyhoffman@rattlebrain.com
email: kcervant@ucsc.edu

Office hrs: Wed. & Fri. 11AM
Office hour: Wednesdays 11:30-12:30 PM



Office: Social Sciences Bldg 2, #378
Office: Social Sciences Bldg 2 rm 380
 
Class Times and locations: 
Sections time and locations:
Movie nights:

Mon., Wed., & Fri. 9:30-10:40 AM
Mondays 3:30-4:40PM Oakes Acad 102
Weds 7-9PM

Porter 144
Tuesdays 8:30-9:40AM Oakes Acad 102
Soc.Sci. 2 rm 071
Reading: 

Readings for this course are listed in the schedule below by topic and date. Some readings are posted on Dr. Hoffman's web site, http://www.proper.com/tonyhoffman/index (username: "student", password: "resilience"). Some readings are from the required text A World Turned Upside Down (2006) edited by Boothby, Strang and Wessells (abbreviated "WTUD").
Assignments/required activities: 

-
four quizzes (short-answer essays, facts and terms) (100 points per exam),

-
four essays (based on a forthcoming handout) on selected films (25 points each), 

-
a group project: a psychosocial assessment of children's needs in a current crisis (100 points), and 

-
a research paper (100 points) OR participation in a class project on forced migration.

The assignments will be handed out in class, discussed in class, and posted on the class web site.
This class is located in an academic honor zone: 

The class is a community of learners. Students are asked to honor, respect, and facilitate the learning of all students. Students should come to class prepared with the assigned readings completed. Please help class routines and procedures run smoothly. It is expected that students will engage in activities that help others learn. This includes the use of constructive discussion and inquiry, sharing learning materials, assisting in research, cooperating and collaborating with others. Students are expected to do nothing to harm the educational experience of other students in the class. This expectation applies to appropriate behavior during class: arriving on time for class, avoiding unnecessary disruptions, etc. Cell phones, beepers and noisy electronics must be turned off in class. Students should facilitate instruction, help other students voice their knowledge, help in the expression of ideas, and avoid the use of irrelevant or tangential questions. Don't come to class to sleep (you will be awakened and asked to leave). Do not come to class to read a book or newspaper, nor to listen to your iPod or MP3 player. If you will be taking notes using your laptop, please do not use the laptop to answer email or to surf the web.

Collaborative and group learning is encouraged in this course. However, all work submitted in this course must be your own and produced exclusively for this course. All work for submission needs to be in ink. Tony assumes all students are familiar with UCSC's policy on academic honesty and integrity (available at: http://www.ucsc.edu/academics/academic_integrity/undergraduate_students/). This is a policy the class will strictly adhere to. Cheating on exams will result in failure and dismissal from the class. As in all UCSC classes, plagiarism is prohibited. The ideas and writings of others are shared contributions to our knowledge; the use of others' work (ideas, quotations, paraphrases) must be properly cited and documented. Students who have any questions about academic honesty issues as they pertain to this course should consult with Tony or a TA before completing any course requirements.

Save and back up your work in this class! As with all UCSC courses, students are responsible for archiving papers, exams, and other records documenting their progress in this course. It is expected that students will copy or back up all work on disk or hardcopy. If material is misplaced, students must be able to reproduce it if requested. Disk crashes and/or lost materials do not excuse a student from producing required work.

Evaluations and grades:

Attendance is expected in class and sections, and may be a factor in grading and evaluations. Please attend class. Evaluations and grades will be based on each student's performance on the examinations, film essays, group project, and paper. Evaluations of students will in part be based on timeliness. Final grades will be based on a breakdown to be presented in class. Out of fairness to other students, there will be no make-up exams (early or late) except in cases of documented serious illness or emergency. Any exceptions to this must be discussed with Tony in advance.

Grading: Final grades will be based on a total possible score of 700 points. Grading is criterion-based (ask Tony what this means), probably based on the following point distributions:  

A: 660+ A-: 640-659   B+: 620-639   B: 580-619     B-: 560-579     C+: 545-559    C: 500-544 

Scores less than 544 will be graded D (= tried, showed effort and consulted with Tony) or F (= showing little or no effort/interest).

Narrative evaluations: Tony values the narrative evaluation system at UCSC. It is an important tool for student feedback. Narrative evaluations will be based on grades, student participation, and student behavior.

Tentative Class and Lecture Schedule 
Week 1: March 29, March 31 & April 2
Lecture topics:
Reading:

Psychosocial contexts of child survival in war
UNICEFProtConflict
Complex emergencies
WTUD, chapter 1
Development in adversity: risk, vulnerability and resilience 
DoNoHarm
Definitions and terms: children, war, aid and protection
Handouts: terms, triviaquiz
Current complex emergencies and children 
what is humanitarian?
Mastenresilience



related reading: Melton2005, StohlBitingtheBullet99, NoGunsPlease, Pearn2003, Triplehorn2001, Roberts2003, GuideToClusterMunitions
Week 2: April 5, 7 & 9

Lecture topics:
Reading:

War technologies and tactics affecting children: 
landminesSTC, pp. 1-24


small arms, cluster bombs and land mines 
IraqMortalityEstimates

Death and mortality. Who dies? Who survives?
Roberts2006

Poverty and infrastructure breakdown
ConventionAnti-personnelMines
Famine and contagion, child health issues in war
Handout: what is psychosocial

Week 3: April 12, 14 & 16

First film essay due Monday April 12

Lecture topics:
Reading:


How children understand war and peace
McLernonCairns2001 
Psychosocial effects of war                  
BetancourtMHresilience
Developmental losses and interrupted development 
InterventsChStateOftheArt
War trauma in children
Handout: Quiz 1 study guide


Quiz 1 Friday April 16
related reading: Thabet2002, P
u
n
a
m
a


ki2
0
0
1, KlineMone2003, Shaw2003
Week 4: April 19, 21 & 23 ALL WEEK: Community education project on forced migration 
Sunday April 18: set up forced migration display

Optional paper topic approval due Monday April 19



Second film essay due Friday April 23

Friday April 23 @ 3 PM: American Red Cross forum on Forced Migration, College 9&10

Lecture topics: 
Reading:

Children's rights in war: the CRC
CRC Rights Overview

Displacement and forced migration
Miller1998

Psychosocial intervention for refugee children
Eisenbruch2004 

Resettlement, reintegration and adjustment 
MillerWarExposure2010


Friday April 23 @ 5 PM take down forced migration display
PsychoSocSupportIraq 


Handout: Quiz 2 study guide


related reading: CBA manual, UNICEFcpprogress, Byung-Ho2003, ShelteringTree, UNHCRrefugeechildren, Baron2003, Arntson2004 (especially chap. V & app. 2), http://www.unicef.org/crc/crc.htm


Week 5: April 26, 28 & 30
Optional paper outlines and bibliography due April 30 (optional)

Lecture topics: 
Reading:

Psychosocial assessment in complex emergencies
WTUD, chapters 3 & 5

A rapid assessment in Afghanistan 
ChechnyaStressorsAdolescents
Child protection and psychosocial intervention

Developmental needs and risk assessment 

Community assessment and rebuilding: Galai 

Quiz 2 Friday April 30

related reading: The State of the World's Children (download from UNICEF.org)
Week 6: May 3, 5 & 7 
Third film essay due Friday May 7

Lecture topics:
Reading:
abandoned, orphaned & unaccompanied children
Punamaki2001
Family tracing
Charnley2000
Psychosocial adjustment of war-orphaned and abandoned children
Thabet2004
protracted displacement & intractable conflict

related reading: UNICEFChBrink2004, Davis1996, Holden1996
Week 7: May 10, 12 & 14
Rough draft of optional paper due Wednesday May 12
Lecture topics: 
Reading:
Afghan and Palestinian refugees, the Palestinian dilemma,
WTUD, Chapter 6


Children and terrorism
Singer2005

Child "soldiers": killers, troublemakers, or victims?
Handout: Quiz 3 study guide

CAFF recruitment and deployment 

Guest speakers May 14: Sanela and Damir



related reading: McLernon1999, Khamis2000, RouhanaBar-Tal1998, Muldoon2000, Paris commitments.
Week 8: May 17, 19 & 21    Guest speakers May 19
Lecture topics:
Reading:


CAFF demobilization and reintegration: the DDRR process
Wessells2005

Psychosocial interventions with child soldiers
WTUD chapter 4

gender-based violence & girls in fighting forces
WTUD chapter 7

Quiz 3 Friday May 21

related reading: UNICEFchildsoldiers, Boothby2000, Sommers2001, Mazurana2002, Verhey2001, Lorey2001, ChildrenNotSoldiers, McKay & Mazurana 2004 (on reserve).
Week 9: May 24, 26 & 28 

Final group psychosocial status projects due Wednesday May 26
Optional papers due Friday May 28 

Lecture topics:
Reading: 

Sealing the past, facing the future 
StarkCleansing

Education for war-affected children
DeliveringEducationEmergencies


children born of war
ChildrenSexualViolence2004

related reading: CarpenterWarBabies, sexualmisconduct04, Kent2005, West2000, PettyJareg1998
Week 10: June 2 & 4 (note there is a holiday Monday May 31)


Fourth film essay due Wednesday June 2

Lecture topics:
Reading:
Healing: Interweaving traditional and Western approaches
Wessells&Monteiro2006
Peace education
JohnsonJohnson2005

Change the world: Graduate study, volunteer opportunities, 
HelpingChildrenOutgrow (overview)
    and careers with war-affected children
Handout: quiz 4 study guide

related reading: HelpingChildrenOutgrowWar, GoingHomeDRC, Wessells&Monteiro2004, CairnsTroubles2006, Harris1999
Finals week: Quiz 4 Tuesday June 8 from 4 to 7 PM.
Section Schedule:

Week 1: introduction to forced migration project

Week 2: work on forced migration project


Week 3: Quiz 1 review, forced migration project

Week 4: forced migration project

Week 5: intro to group projects, review for Quiz 2

Week 6: 
work on group projects

Week 7: work on group projects



Week 8:
Review for Quiz 3

Week 9: project presentations

Week 10: project presentations & Quiz 4 review

Film schedule:

Week 1: Terror's Children 

Week 2: Children in War 

Week 3: Invisible Children
 

Week 4: Rape in the Congo (with ACW)
Week 5: Lost Boys of Sudan


Week 6: 
Death in Gaza
Week 7:
Pray the Devil Back to Hell
Week 8: War Dance
Week 9: Promises 

Week 10: Arna’s Children 

Books on Reserve in the McHenry Library:

Ishmael Beah (2007). A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier.

Brett Specht (2004). Young Soldiers.
Machel (2001). The Impact of War on Children.
Honwana (2006). Child Soldiers in Africa. 
McKay & Mazurana (2004). Where are the Girls?

Singer, P. (2005). Children at War.
Wessells (2006). Child Soldiers: From violence to protection. 

Films for reserve in the McHenry Media Center:

Invisible Children • The Lost Boys of Sudan

If the Mango Tree Could Speak • Children in War Soldier Child • Promises • War Photographer

Terror's Children • Pray the Devil Back to Hell 

Uganda Rising • Ghosts of Rwanda

God Grew Tired of Us • Death in Gaza
Students are forewarned that the films in this class chronicle acts of war, exploitation and violence toward children. See the class website for a handout that rates the violence of these films. 
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