University of California, Santa Cruz Fall 2009
Syllabus for PSYC 159E • Seminar in Peace Psychology

Hate is the subtlest form of violence. - M.K. Gandhi
True peace is not merely the absence of tension; it is the presence of justice. - Martin Luther King, Jr.

This senior seminar is a collaborative investigation into current research and ideas in peace psychology. The seminar is based on the premise that an understanding of the psychosocial causes of violence is essential to prevent conflict, promote nonviolence, and build peace. 

Peace psychology examines the range of individual to international contributions to conflict and peace.  This is a large area of study, with much to offer research in group relations, ethnic differences, individual aggression, family violence, race relations, trauma, youth violence, school violence, and abuse. The UCSC psychology department already offers courses in these areas; except in special circumstances and to not overlap with other courses, this seminar will focus on new developments in peace psychology. Peace psychology has been profoundly affected by the recent recurrence of genocide, our experience of terrorism, our involvement in torture, and the Iraq war.  Therefore the focus of the seminar this year will be on the psychosocial aspects of war and peacemaking.

Class meetings will consist of student discussions of psychosocial aspects of violence, conflict, and peace. The class will choose topics for the seminar: a mix of introductory, advanced, and current issues in the field. Discussions are to be scheduled and run by students themselves, facilitated by the instructor. Students will pick psychosocial topics to research and present in class, using guided inquiry and discussion.
Instructor: 
Class times and location:

David A. "Tony" Hoffman, Ph.D.
Tu & Thurs mornings, 8AM-945AM

email: thoffma@ucsc.edu    phone: (831) 247 5558
Soc. Sci. bldg 1, rm 161

Tony’s Office: Social Sciences Bldg 2, #378 

Office hrs: Thursdays 10 AM or by appointment    
Readings and research:

A set of introductory and topical readings will be announced after the seminar topics are selected and posted, along with abstracts, notes, and important links, on Dr. Hoffman's web site, http://www.proper.com/tonyhoffman/index (username: "student" and password: "peacemaker").
Some objectives:

· To increase student understanding of the psychology of aggression, conflict and violence.

· To increase understanding of the psychosocial connections between violence and peace.

· To apply psychological principles and tools to the prevention of destructive conflict and the construction of peace in diverse contexts.

· To stimulate critical reflection on the values implicit in psychological ideas about violence and peace.

· To understand and promote psychology's contributions to peacebuilding and the culture of peace. 

· To understand the implications of peace psychology for peace education.

· To stimulate reflection on the link between one’s own development, personality, and behavior and the construction of peace at multiple levels.
Assignments/required activities:

Attendance and positive, constructive participation in presentation and group discussion (25 points). As a seminar, this course is a group effort in choosing topics, presenting ideas, and promoting constructive discussion. Contributing, attending, and assisting everyone's learning is what a good seminar is all about.  

Three reflection essays on ideas presented in class (25 points each). Over fifteen major topic areas in peace psychology will be covered in this seminar. Students are to write four essays reflecting on four of these topic areas discussed in class. The 2-page essays are to summarize what was learned about the topic, what issues were raised, and to analyze one's owns thoughts about these issues. Essay due dates are an attempt to have students cover all three parts of the class: due on Fridays October 16,  November 6, and December 4.  A fourth essay may be turned in for extra credit (due at the very latest on the last day of class). To save paper, these essays may be turned in by email in pdf or doc format, with a file name that has the student name (e.g., SmithEssay#2.doc, not Essay#2.doc).
An annotated bibliography with associated readings (25 points). This will be the first step in developing student projects for the seminar (which students will present in class and describe in their review papers, below). Students are to find important readings in an assigned topic area, and provide an annotated bibliography by class time Thursday October 1. To be submitted in hardcopy.

A midterm quiz (50 points). This will be a quick review of major topics covered in the first half of the seminar. Thursday October 29.

Paper outline and rough draft (25 points). This will be a complete rough draft of each student’s assigned paper, with a detailed outline of your final paper, with an abstract, including every heading and subheading intended for the paper. Due Tuesday November 3. To be submitted in hardcopy.

Seminar presentation and discussion (100 points). This is to be a presentation in KeyNote, a slideshow, and/or a presentation board on the student's assigned paper topic. This is to be presented by the student in a structured but open-ended seminar discussion. The topic area is to be summarized, central issues are to be raised, and a set of five (or more) inquiries are to be discussed about the topic area.. To be calendared the first week of class. All materials also to be submitted electronically.

A 10-20 page paper, based on your presentation, reviewing research and ideas on the topic (100 points). This paper on the student's topic is to be written like a review chapter or paper. It is to proceed with a presentation and history of the topic, with a discussion of theory and thought. Specific research findings, if available, are to be reviewed. Central knowledge about the topic is to be presented. The material is to be organized and composed so a conclusion synthesizes thought and research on the topic. Future directions and applications of this knowledge should be described. "Lessons learned" should also be presented. The paper must be written using APA format, with a title page, abstract, headings, subheadings, appendices and references. Due Tuesday November 24.

A final quiz (50 pts). A review of major topics covered in the seminar. For finals week, date tba.
Evaluations and grades:

Evaluations and grades will be based on each student's attendance, involvement and progress on assignments. Evaluations of students will in part be based on timeliness. Grading: Final grades will be based on a total possible score of 400 points. Grading is criterion-based (ask Tony what this means), probably based on the following point distributions:  A: 420+   A-: 410-419    B+: 400-409    B: 360-399     B-: 340-359     C+: 330-339    C: 310-329.  Scores less than 310 will be graded C- or D (= tried, showed effort and consulted with Tony) or F (= showed little or no effort or interest). 
This seminar is located in an academic honor zone: 

Students must recognize that the class is a community of learners. Students are asked to honor, respect, and facilitate the learning of all students. Students should come to class prepared with the assigned readings completed. Please help class routines and procedures run smoothly. It is expected that students will engage in activities that help others learn. This includes the use of constructive discussion and inquiry, sharing learning materials, assisting in research, cooperating and collaborating with others. Students are expected to do nothing to harm the educational experience of other students in the class. This expectation applies to appropriate behavior during class: arriving on time for class, avoiding unnecessary disruptions, etc. Cell phones, beepers and noisy electronics must be turned off in class. Students should facilitate instruction, help other students voice their knowledge, help in the expression of ideas, and avoid the use of irrelevant or tangential questions. Don't come to class to sleep (you will be awakened and asked to leave). Do not come to class to read a book or newspaper, nor to listen to your iPod or MP3 player. If you will be taking notes using your laptop, please do not use the laptop to answer email or to surf the web.

Collaborative and group learning is encouraged in this course. However, all work submitted in this course must be your own and produced exclusively for this course. All work for submission needs to be in ink. Tony assumes all students are familiar with UCSC's policy on academic honesty and integrity (available at: http://www.ucsc.edu/academics/academic_integrity/undergraduate_students/). This is a policy the class will strictly adhere to. Cheating on exams will result in failure and dismissal from the class. As in all UCSC classes, plagiarism is prohibited. The ideas and writings of others are shared contributions to our knowledge; the use of others' work (ideas, quotations, paraphrases) must be properly cited and documented. Students who have any questions about academic honesty issues as they pertain to this course should consult with Tony or a TA before completing any course requirements.

Save and back up your work in this class! As with all UCSC courses, students are responsible for keeping papers, exams, and other records documenting their progress in this course. It is expected that students will copy or back up all work on disk or hardcopy. If material is misplaced, students must be able to reproduce it if requested. Disk crashes and/or lost materials do not excuse a student from producing required work.

